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Annex A
Polish managerial set-up for the implementation of
the Norwegian Financial M echanism



Implementation system
1. The Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs managbe Norwegian Financial Mechanism
and decides on the granting of assistance.

2. The Financial Mechanism Office (FMO) is respbiesifor the day-to-day implementation
of the Norwegian Financial Mechanism and serves @mntact point.

3. National Focal Point - the Ministry of Regiorlakvelopment fulfils tasks of National
Focal Point. The National Focal Point has the divezaponsibility for the management of
the Norwegian Financial Mechanism’s activities iroldhd as described in this
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) and the Rules Bnocedures adopted by the
Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs on 2 July 200and subsequent amendments,
including the overall responsibility for the use fahds, financial control and audit. In
particular, its responsibilities include but are lmited to the following:

- collect proposals from all intermediate bodied,anith its reasoned opinion of
the proposed projects, submit them to the Finamdedhanism Office,

- ensure correctness of management and implememtzitrealised projects,

- chair the Monitoring Committee,

- ensure efficiency and correctness of use of albhalfunds,

- draw up annual reports on implementation to bevdoded for approval to the
Monitoring Committee and submitted to the FinanMalchanism Office,

- ensure a complete and sufficient audit pathlierajaged institutions,

- ensure information and publicity about availafleds,

- store all documents relating to projects realiatiin the Norwegian Financial
Mechanism.

The role of the National Focal Point is to be faertlelaborated in the Grant Agreements
between the Norwegian Financial Mechanism and @veeBciary State.

4. Intermediate Body - the tasks of IntermediatediB® have been entrusted with the
ministries responsible for each priority sector e(s€éable 1). Under the overall
management and responsibility of the National Fdealnt, the main tasks of the
Intermediate Body are as follows:

- call for and collect applications for projectsthin the priority areas from
potential beneficiaries,

- ensuring regularity of the management of projeetdised within the Norwegian
Financial Mechanism,

- monitor project implementation, in particular pagation of National Focal
Point periodical reports on the use of financiabreces,

- prepare applications for amendment and trandfeset to the National Focal
Point,

- detect irregularities and report these to thadwal Focal Point,

- inform the general public about the projects iempénted under the Norwegian
Financial Mechanism,

- store all documents relating to projects realiatiin the Norwegian Financial
Mechanism

- conduct formal, technical and content-relatediappon appraisal,

- present to the members of the Steering Commétesnking list together with
justification



5. The Intermediate Body can delegate certain memelgasks to auxiliary institutions. The
Intermediate Body and auxiliary institutions wilgs a legal agreement on the taking over
by auxiliary institutions of some of the managesaald implementation functions. In this
case, the Intermediate Body retains its overapaasibility and is fully responsible to the
National Focal Point for the efficiency and accyra€ management and implementation
of the Norwegian Financial Mechanism.

Table 1.

Auxiliary institution for

Priority Intermediate Body I nter mediate Body

D

Protection of the environment, including the
human environment, througimter alia,
reduction of pollution and promotion of
renewable energy

The National Fund for
Ministry of Environment Environmental Protection
and Water Management

Promotion of sustainable development The National Fund for
through improved resources use aMinistry of Environment Environmental Protection
management and Water Management

Conservation of European cultural heritadinistry of Culture and
including public transport, and urban renew&lational Heritage

Human resources development throuigier
alia, promotion of education and training,
strengthening of administrative or publioffice of the Committee for
service capacities of the local governmentBuropean Integration
its institutions as well as the democratic

processes that support it

Health and childcare The Office for Foreign Aid
Ministry of Health Programs in Health Care in
the Ministry of Health
Academic research grants Ministry of Science arghkli
Education

Implementation of Schengen acquis, sup
of National Schengen Action Plans as wel
strengthening the judiciary

3f\)[itnistry of the Interior and Implementing Authority for
Administration Affairs European Programmes

The environmentjnter alia, with emphasis

on strengthening the administrative capacity The National Fund for

to implement relevant acquis and investmeMgistry of Environment Environmental Protection

in infrastructure and technology with priority and Water Management

given to municipal waste management

Regional policy and cross-border activities Mingstr  of Regional Implementing Authority fo
Development European Programmes

Technical assistance relating to {fiéhe Office of the Committee
implementation of acquis communautaire |for European Integration

6. Monitoring Committee — the National Focal Pomll create one Monitoring Committee
for the Norwegian Financial Mechanism and the EE#aRcial Mechanism. The
Committee is responsible to the National Focal Péim the monitoring of project
realisation within the framework of both FinanciMechanisms. The Monitoring
Committee is in particular responsible for thedualing:

- periodically review the progress of the projdmsng realised,

- examine and approve the periodical reports omigleeof financial resources,

- assess the efficiency and effectiveness of usiagcial resources available in the
framework of both Mechanisms.

The Committee shall be made up of representatizes o



- the ministries involved in the implementationfehds from both Mechanisms,

- social and economic partners, including emplogei employee organisations,
- non-governmental institutions,

- regional and local level government.

The Chairman of the Committee invites, as obseyvepresentatives of the Financial
Mechanism Office, and, as appropriate, represemtabdf other institutions and organisations,
whose presence could be essential to the effertipiementation of the assistance provided
by the Norwegian Financial Mechanism.

7. Steering Committee - all Intermediate Bodiesehmvappoint Steering Committees. Based
on the ranking list of eligible projects and thestjfication, as presented by the
Intermediate Body, the Steering Committee decideshe possible financing from the
Norwegian Financial Mechanism projects on the nagKist. The Steering Committees’
tasks include giving an opinion and making recomsiaéions on projects that are eligible
for support within the Norwegian Financial Mechamidn order to appropriately evaluate
projects, the Steering Committee could create wgrlgroups and use the services of
individual experts or other institutions. The StegrCommittee will operate in an open
and transparent manner.

The Committee shall be made up of representatifzes o

- the Intermediate Body, depending on priority et
- regional and local level government,
- social and economic partners.

The Chairman of the Committee invites, as obseyvepmesentatives of National Focal Point,

the Paying Authority and, as appropriate, repregmmats from other institutions and

organisations, whose presence could be essentithetceffective implementation of the
assistance provided by the Norwegian Financial Meigm.

8. Paying Authority functions for both Financial &eanisms are performed by the Ministry
of Finance. Grant assistance disbursement will bdarto a designated bank account at
the Ministry of Finance. The tasks of the Payingh&uity are in particular to:

- manage the accounts on which grants from bothhisieiems are kept,

- certify to the Financial Mechanism Office thaperditure declarations are made
on the basis of reliable and verified documents,

- report on finance flow to the National Focal Rpin

- draw up and submit to the Financial Mechanisma@fpayment applications for
reimbursement of the expenditures,

- ensure that payments are made to the final b@asés as quickly as possible
and within the specified deadlines.

Furthermore, the Paying Authority is responsibleht® National Focal Point for developing,

implementing and maintaining the procedures foarial management and control. The

Paying Authority will verify application of theseqredures by the Intermediate Body.

9. The Ministry of Finance, through its subordindepartments, performs the tasks of an
Audit Institution. Its main responsibility is to::
- carry out audits of projects,
- preparation of yearly audit plan and a summarguadit reports and submitting
them to the National Focal Point,
- reconcile the summary amounts certified to the GFMith the individual
expenditure records and original supporting documeéreld at the various



administrative levels and by the final beneficiamecluding, where the latter are
not the final recipients of funding, the bodiedions carrying out operations,

- verify the allocation and transfer of the avaialiunds from both Financial
Mechanisms and national funds,

- control the regularity of eligible expenditureasked on a representative sample
of the operations approved,

- ensure efficient and prompt investigation of augpected and actual cases of
fraud and irregularity and reporting these to ttaidhal Focal Point,

- prepare yearly audit reports for the Nationaldtdtoint.

10. In order to facilitate timely transfers of funtb Project Promoters and Intermediaries,
the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs shall pide the National Focal Point with an
advance payment (working capital) to be held onaanount by the Paying Authority.
Payments to Project Promoters and Intermediarieg bbeatransferred from the working
capital when Polish national conditions for paymsehave been met. The amount, special
reporting requirement, set-off mechanism and otmedalities and conditions shall be
specified in an instruction issued by the NorwegMmistry of Foreign Affairs to the
National Focal Point. The instruction shall be lggdfor the National Focal Point.
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The application procedure

Information relating to the gathering of projecoposals will be announced according to
availability of funds and projects. As a generdérand based on the nature of the project, the
collection of applications shall be carried outdpen calls for proposals. The applications
should be submitted to the Intermediate Body/Aaxyli Body, which evaluates the
completeness of applications and assesses thehe dortnal aspects. If any faults are found,
applications shall be corrected by the applicap®nurequest from the Intermediate
Body/Auxiliary Body. Applications, after prelimimar assessment, will be evaluated
according to technical and content-related critbgidhe Intermediate Body/Auxiliary Body,
which awards points to the projects. The procedeselts in the preparation of a ranking list
of eligible projects, including justification. THest is forwarded to the Steering Committee
for approval. The Steering Committee can makefjadtichanges to the list before approval.
The list, as approved by the Steering Committegsagcommendations, is submitted to the
National Focal Point. Based on the recommendatioinghe Steering Committee, the
National Focal Point decides which proposals aigibéé for submission to the Financial
Mechanism Office (FMO) and submits such proposalthe FMO along with its reasoned
opinion. According to the Rules and Procedures,R® makes recommendations on the
proposals and submits them to the Norwegian MwistrForeign Affairs, which makes the
final decision on the co-financing of the projedn the basis of a positive decision, a Grant
Agreement will be concluded between the Norwegianidtty of Foreign Affairs and the
National Focal Point.



Annex B
Programming framework referred to in Article 7 of
the M emorandum of Under standing



Within the overall framework of the priorities memted in Article 6 of the MOU, particular
attention shall be given to the Focus Areas inditabelow. The Norwegian Financial
Mechanism aims to contribute to the reduction adneexnic and social disparities in the
European Economic Area and strengthen the bilatelaions between Poland and Norway.

PRIORITY SECTOR FOCUSAREAS

Priority objective

To reduce the quantity of hazardous substancésgeiervironment throughj,

among other things, protection of air and surfae¢geve and rational wast

management.

Types of eligible projects

Construction and modernisation of environment potide infrastructure:

restrictions in usage of individual heating sys$e in favour of

; : communal/municipal heating networks;

including the human ;

environment, through, inter alid,” repl_acemc(ajnt ofI obsollete hea‘ung energy sourcesnbgern, energy-

reduction of pollution and sr?vmg Ia_n elcq ogica Ef?es' blic utility buildirs:

promotion of renewable energy” thermal-insulation work in public utility buildgs;

- investments in the field of use of renewable gpesources, such as
small hydropower plants of up to 5 Mega Watts (MW3¢e of solar
energy and of biomass in individual heating systems

- construction, rebuilding or modernisation of nuipal waste wate
treatment plants and sewage pipeline systems;

- organisation of selective solid waste collection its subsequent reuse
through recycling.

Priority objective

To promote and bring into effect the principlessabtainable developmer

amongst authorities and communities.

Types of eligible projects

Institution strengthening projects in the followiageas:

- reduction of energy, raw material and water congion of
manufacturing and services activities through improent of

Promotion of sustainable efficiency of productive resources use;

development through improve@¢  use of alternative energy sources;

resources use and management support for the creation of a “green workplace”darigreen
procurement”;

- enhancement of environmental education throughatiore of networks
for environmental learning;

- activities encouraging protection, improvement arastoration of
biodiversity, including marine resources and ar@aduded in the
Nature 2000 sites;

- activities for supporting forest management

Priority objective

To preserve and reconstruct the European cultueaitage and it

surroundings and to create national cultural toarfgroducts in historical

cities (especially Warszawa, Krakéw, Wroctaw, Pdzradaisk).

Types of eligible projects

Projects of a minimum value of 1 million euros lie ffields of:

- revitalisation, conservation, renovation, modsation and adaptatign

of historical objects and complexes and their surdings for cultura

purposes, especially those implemented under radtgirategies for th
development of cultural tourism products;

revitalization of historical urban areas;

- revitalisation, conservation, renovation, modgation and adaptatign
of fortification complexes and buildings for culdlipurposes;

- revitalisation of post-industrial objects withhggh historical value for
cultural purposes, in particular for modernity musss;

- renovation, protection and preservation of madyn and memory
sites;

- building and extension of public and r-profit cultural institutions o

4%

Protection of the environment,

—

Conservation of European
cultural heritage including publi
transport and urban renewal |

[¢)
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European meaning;

- building, extension, reconstruction and adaptati@f cultural
infrastructure in places of symbolic importance Raiish culture;

- complex conservation programmes of mobile monumeand
conservation and digitalisation of history bookledtions and archives;

- creation of protection systems for illegal remowfworks of art ang
protection of mobile and immobile monuments agaimdibery and
destruction.

Human resources development
through, inter alia, promotion of
education and training,
strengthening of administrative
public service capacities of locg
government or its institutions an
the democratic processes thaf _

support it

or
al
d

Priority objectives
Enhancement of self-governmental administratiorough broadening @
knowledge and enhancement of skills of the reptesigas of publig
administration at voivodship, powiat and gmina leve
In addition, strengthening of civil society throughhancement of the non
governmental sector, with particular attention be trealisation of equal
rights for men and women.
Types of eligible projects
promotion of vocational training for the broadogp of voivodship
powiat an gmina level employees;
- development of training curricula on the basigdeitified tasks of self
governmental administration, including issues netpto equal rights
for men and women;
elaboration of competence standards in the drE&antegration;
training for employees of voivodship, powiat ajrdina administration
- support for constancy and information activitfes self-governmenta
administration and the non—governmental sector;

- development of appropriate educational tools aramption of loca
partnerships;

- modernisation of local and regional governmemhiadstration service
and improvement of efficiency and implementationbafst busines
practices through the use of latest IT softwaretandnology;

- support for co-operation between self-governnagitt NGOs.

=

U)

n

Health and childcare

The activities implemented in the field of healthdachildcare should be

Typ%of eligible projects

- programmes aimed at integration of societies metaby patholog

- projects aimed at the integration of disabled chitdwith fully abled

Priority objectives
Improvement of living standards through, among he@revention and
health promotion programmes, improvement of theliguaf services
provided by healthcare units and increase of actessid streamlining qf
primary and specialised healthcare.
Projects within this priority sector should focus small towns and rural
areas, where availability of medical services arfidrmation is substantially
limited.

consistent with the national or regional healthalreelopment strategies.

prevention and health promotion programmes;

- perinatal healthcare improvement progranimes

- programmes increasing social awareness on mai@enily planning
methods and mature parenthood standards;

- programmes within a scope of therapeutic telemeslistems and
medical Internet-based education and data collestystems;

- improvement of access to and quality of healthcar

<<

and prevention of juvenile crime (with special emgis on overcoming
social pathologies like drug addiction and alcodral;

! perinatal health is a comprehensive activity, eeihgamother, embryo and infant. It is aimed at eimgu
constant care, prevention and proper medical trewaitin the preconception, pregnancy, childbirth eimttibed

period.
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children;
- projects aimed at realisation of open accesseation zones fo
children.

Grants for academic research

Priority objectives

To support implementing bodies through provisionkabwledge of bes
technological practice, which may be used withire tAREA Financia
Mechanism. This aim will be achieved through th&trdbution of financia
resources for research by scientific institutiomsl aesearch teams, a

support in the exchange of science and technoletyden Poland and the

EEA countries.

Types of eligible projects

Research projects from all the disciplines andsaoéacience realised und
the EEA Financial Mechanism.

—

nd

er

Implementation of Schengen
acquis, support of National
Action Plans and strengthenin
the judiciary

Priority objectives

To assure adequate standards of protection of lsea,and air border

Schengen acquis and increase in national and SeheXrga security.

Types of eligible projects

- strengthening of border crossing points;

- IT infrastructure for access to Schengen inforomasystems, VIS an
VISION and IT infrastructure for justice and cus®administration;

- infrastructure on EU external border and equipnmfen combating
cross —border crime, organised crime and illegahignation;

- infrastructure for customs services;

- migration and asylum infrastructure;

- information systems to improve the work of justimits,

- training for the Ministry of Interior Affairs anddministration and
services subordinated by the MIA Schengen priesipl

- combating transnational organised crime, inclgdirterrorism,
trafficking, smuggling, money-laundering, fraud aradruption;

- strengthening co-operation of the police and borguarding forces
including development of a communications infrastie;

- training in the preventive aspects of policingdamorder guarding
through research and widened co-operation betwkenpblice and
academic institutions;

- competence building within the police force, Erduarding force an
the judiciary to enhance efficiency and integrity;

- competence building related to visa and asyluplieations;

- competence building related to the preventionvomen and childrer
from being trafficked.

o

Protection of the environment,
with particular emphasis on
strengthening the administrativ|
capacity to implement acquis
relevant to investment projects

Priority objective

Reinforcement of capabilities and potential fori@aettof administration at

central and regional government level and otheridsodesponsible for

implementing EU legislation in the area of enviramtal protection.

Types of eligible projects

Institution building projects in the following figs:

- making implementation and enforcement of envirental law more
smooth and efficient;

- support for the development of capacity buildingenvironmental
administration;

- gathering and dissemination of information on fotample best
available techniques (in line with guidelines ofdaitive 96/61/EC)
as well as “clean production”;

- development of environmental management systems.

12



Regional policy and cross-bord
activities

Priority objective

Improvement of communication and cross-border ceraijon between th

inhabitants and authorities of Poland and with B#A EFTA countries,

the Baltic Sea region countries and Poland’s easteighbours: Belarug

the Russian Federation (Kaliningrad region) and dileg. Promoting

development at regional and local level in Poland.

Types of eligible projects

- creation and implementation programmes of crassdr co-

er operation aimed at improving self-governmental adstiation and

stimulation of health and social initiatives andezprise developmern
in the regions;

- knowledge transfer from more to less developeibres;

- promoting regional and local development in Pdjan

- ensuring communication and information systemettgyment;

- cooperation in the field of cross-border ecolagidourism in
developing regions,

- training for governmental and self-governmentdmanistration in
EEA countries to gain better qualifications.

D

—

Technical assistance relating t
the implementation of acquis
communautaire

Objective of thepriority

The general goal is the development of administeadind institutional

capabilities in the area of correct and timely iempéntation of EU law,

including above all supporting public administrati@sponsible for
shaping and implementing EU laws, as well as faraisal of national
legislation compliance with EU law (including EGdings). In this
context, it is especially important to provide &x® legal expertise,
analyses, exchange of experience and trainingedela the representatio
of a country before the ECJ,

Types of eligible projects:

Within the priority, the following activities wilbe possible (among others

— training for public administration in the area chais implementation
and proposed changes to EU law

— technical assistance in the area of evaluatiomo$istency of national

0 legislative solutions with EU law, including prombs of new solutions
(expert advice, legal opinions etc.)

— technical assistance in the participation of PolardCJ legall
proceedings (expert advice, opinions, training)

— technical assistance in the organisation and mefaasguis
implementation (studies, procedures etc.)

- promotion of legislative solutions that assure ecrimplementation o
the acquis, and of new legislative proposals thatansistent with EU
law and ECJ rulings (conferences, seminars etc.)

— support of non-governmental organisations and eyeplorganisations
in activities related to acquis implementation ghdng opinions on
projects of legal acts and non-legislative documefithe European
Union

— technical assistance in the area of public admatish participation in
the process of shaping of the acquis and of noatggcuments
(expert advice, opinions, etc.).

—

~

f
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Annex C
Specific forms of grant assistance referred to iIn
Article 8 of the Memorandum of Understanding
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According to Article 2.2.3 of the Rules and Proaedy specific forms of grant assistance
(block grants and seed money facility) may be distadd in addition to individual projects
and programmes. Initially the following specifiariias of grant assistance will be developed
for final approval according to the application ggdures of the Rules and Procedures.

1. Technical Assistance Fund

Measures relating to information on and promotibthe possibilities of using funds from the
Norwegian Financial Mechanism, preparation of managnt, implementation system,
including monitoring, control and audit in the istions involved in the implementation of
the Norwegian Financial Mechanism and translatibrdacuments and the assistance of
experts and advisors

2. Fundsfor Non-gover nmental Organisations

Fund for non-governmental associations operatirgjlipriority sectors:

3. Scholarship and Training Funds

Scholarship and training funds to be developed iwithe environmental, cultural, public
administration and health and childcare sectoree&gen acquis/judiciary, self-governments
and governments at regional level, as well as stuelechanges between Poland and Norway
and strengthening language training in the two toes

4. Polish-Norwegian Resear ch Fund

The fund shall operate within the priority areaslisd under the Norwegian Financial
Mechanism.

5. Seed Money Facility

A seed money facility will be developed accordimgthe Rules and Procedures for the
Norwegian Financial Mechanism.

6. Cultural Exchange Fund

A cultural exchange fund will be developed to fost@tural exchange between Poland and
the EFTA States.
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